
November 23, 1957 

Dear Otto: 

We have just returned hcme, after our long journey via Perth, 
India and Italy, to find your note of November 15. Before caning 
to a reply, let me take the occasion to thank you again for your 
good offiaes in Canberra- needles8 to 8ay, we derived great plea-0 
ahd profit fran our trip in Australia, and we know it 18 no longer 
possible to insist that the American8 are the most hospitable people. 

I am frankly sorry that Bob (Dr. Wright) elected the Melbourne 
positiq I would certainly have leaned myself toward8 the opening 
in your organization. We did try to contact Wright in Pax-h, but he 
missed us by a few hours. He will have boardedtheSS. Orion today 
at Naple8 according to hi8 written itinerary. 

f thl-llc tb.& Syd had final$r odme to a similar oonclueion, and can 
only suppose that Wright wa8 motivated by 8ane of the au too canon 
Auetralian attitudes about Canberra. I hope you will not think too harshly 
of Syd, desptte the embarrassment and trouble that ou have had to 
waaix3 on the matter. The approaches which he (and I '3 made to you were 
just3fied by the ddvantagea to yourm own group much more than by any 
pleading on Wright*s acoount. I do understand, however, that you may 
have found yourself in an p.wkward position, which I hope you can put 
down to the difficulty of cannunicatim in the first inetance. 

May 1, however, make a further suggestion? Qnite possibly, Wright's 
decision may have been IERI& unduly influenced by the haste that wa8 called 
for at the time. Since Melbourne, to xh&u, was a familU.ar place, and 
Canberra an unknown quantity (the living conditions in which mu8t certainly 
have improwed greatly during the past 5 years) his o&xioe may have been 
the mdent one for the circumstances. If, however, you have now decided 
(and I may interject w-Es&y, in my own opinion) to pursue the project of 
a microbial geneticist, perhaps there would now be time for a more sober 
reconsideration. I rather believe that if this were possible W&ight would 
be better advised to look to Canberra. 

If you can agree to this, and in light of Sydcs own uncerkintiea, I 
wcrilrld suggest that you might contact Syd with a view to notifying Wright 
(either immediately, or upon hi8 arrival a$ Adelaide about Dec. 21) that 
the whole matter ought to be reviewed, I am rather 8ure that Syd would be 
apseable to a change-of-mind, though he would of cxnzrbe be disappointed 
to lose him. I appreciate that 8~3~3 circumspectionwill.be needed in any 
approach of thle kind, 8130 I will not upset the apple-cart, and w3.n make 
no further comment on the subject either to Bob or to Syd. 

I?t%nkly, at the instant, I cannot Buggest another candIdate nearly 
80 plausible a8 Wright would be, but I will certainly keep the issue 
in mind. I particularly hope the nixup will have no permanent bad 
effect, part2cularly a8 concerns MJDhbut I have no doubt fn my own 
mind as to the w28dan of your original. conclus~on8. 

With best cordial regards, 

Joshua ];ederberg 


